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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 3364 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TPHY, CE, SV 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON SOVIET OCEANOGRAPHIC RE- 
SEARCH ACTIVITIES 

1 . SUMMARY. IF APPROPRIATE, REQUEST DEPARTMENT PROVIDE IN- 
FORMATION FOR BRIEFING SRI LANKAN OFFICIALS ON SOVIET 
OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH AND INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES IN INDIAN 
OCEAN.END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING DCM COURTESY CALL, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREIGN 
SERVICE ARTHUR BASNAYAKE RAISED SUBJECT OF SOVIET RESEARCH 
VESSELS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. HE REFERRED TO NUMEROUS 
REQUESTS FROM THE SOVIETS FOR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES. AND NOTED 
THAT THE US HAS NOT MADE SUCH A REQUEST FOR ABOUT TWO YEARS. 

3. BASNAYAKE EXPRESSED TWO CONCERNS. FIRST, SRI LANKA 
WANTS TO MAINTAIN BALANCE BETWEEN THE BIG POWERS AND IS 
BECOMING CONCERNED ABOUT THE PREPONDERANCE OF SOVIET 
REQUESTS. SECOND.SRI LANKA DOES NOT HAVE THE SCIENTIFIC 
CAPABILITY TO EVALUATE OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH REQUESTS SO 
AS TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN THOSE THAT ARE LEGITIMATE 

AND THOSE THAT ARE NOT. BASNAYAKE ASKED IF WE COULD 
PROVIDE BACKGROUND INFORMATION THAT WOULD ASSIST SRI 
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LANKA IN EVALUATING RESEARCH REQUESTS. HE SAID THAT 
HE PREFERRED AN ORAL BRIEFING AND NOT DOCUMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT WOULD BE TO 
OUR ADVANTAGE IN TERMS OF ANY FUTURE US OCEANOGRAPHIC 
SHIP VISITS TO INCREASE LEVEL OF SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT 
UNDERSTANDING OF SIMILAR SOVIET VESSELS CAPABILITIES. 
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ACCORDINGLY. OUR RESPONSE TO BASNAYAKE'S QUERY WAS POLITE 
BUT NONCOMMITTAL. 

WRIGGINS 
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